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Modular

PHOTOGRAPHER:

Lannie Boesiger

ARCHITECT:

Balance Associates
MANUFACTURER AND BUILDER:
Method Homes

LOCATION:

Glacier, Washington

SIZE:

1,811 square feet
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GREEN ASPECTS:
FSC-certified wood
Passive solar

Cellulose insulation
Polyurethane insulation
Reclaimed cedar
ENERGY STAR-rated appliances
Energy-efficient lighting
Hydronic radiant heating
Eco-friendly counter tops
No-VOC paint

Low-VOC stains

CFL and halogen lighting
Standing seam metal roof
High-efficiency windows
Dual-flush toilets
Low-flow fixtures
High-efficiency boiler

Bamboo floors and cabinets
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FLOOR PLAN



BELOW Because the house is in a flood plain, it's built up on a tall

foundation, which gave Method a design opportunity.

OVERLEAF A window-filled bridge connects the master bedroom and

common areas of the house to the two children’s bedrooms.










ark Rylant remembers an entire day

spent carrying sheet after sheet of

heavy, bulky drywall up three flights of
stairs. There had to be a better job than construc-
tion laborer, he thought at the time. And there
had to be a better way to build.

Over the years since, Mark has looked for
new and innovative ways to add efficiency to
construction (ways that didn’t include hauling
drywall up stairs). And after years of working on
site-built construction—first for other companies,
and then as an independent contractor—he found
his better way.

Inspired by the growing number of modern
prefab companies that have popped up all over
the country, a light bulb (compact fluorescent,
most likely) went off in Mark’s head. Although,
like many people, he had harbored a number of
misconceptions about modular construction,
these were shattered when he saw the quality
and design coming out of these new companies.

Mark had grown tired of building in the
rain and the mud. He decided to build modular
homes. Teaming up with high school friend Brian
Abramson, who had been working in commercial
real estate and development, the partners found
they had a passion for building prefab and for
energy-efficient, healthy, durable construction,
made with sustainable materials and minimum

waste. The rest just came naturally.

a bit differently. The partners leased a large facil-
ity, similar to most prefab factories, but decided
to build their houses not with expensive, high-
tech machines, but by hand, the way Mark built
them on-site for years. They prefer hand building
their houses, using the skills of master craftsmen,
much the way houses are built in high-end timber
frame shops.

Even without the sophisticated mechani-
zation, they build a house in their factory in a
quarter of the time it takes to build on-site. And
their building materials are always indoors, out
of the weather, so they don’'t soak up moisture
that often leads to warping and twisting (a recipe
for poor construction). On ordinary construction
sites, wood can get wet, which often leads to
mold and mildew problems in the finished house.

The Method Cabin was completed in three
months with a 70 percent reduction in con-
struction waste over a similar sized house. They
achieved this simply by keeping tight control over
details and quantities. Unlike modular companies
that turn their houses over to a builder to com-
plete, Method Homes maintains its own construc-
tion division to complete local projects. This way
they maintain high quality and keep to schedule
and budget.

Mark and Brian believe they have the abil-
ity to make an impact on the home building
industry by making less of an impact on the built

environment. Their motivation, they say, is their
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A New Type of Factory children, the next generation to inhabit the earth. OPPOSITE Simple, clean lines

. . . i connect the dining area with the
Unlike many established home construction fac- They are concerned about the depletion of natu- )

elevated deck, which is home to
tories, the one Mark and Brian created operates

ral resources and our dependence on foreign oil. many a family cookout,






